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2023 High School Oratorical Scholarship Program
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2023 High School Oratorical Contest Minnesota
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You may reproduce the enclosed Minnesota Rules as needed and provide to the kids, their
parents and/or coaches, and school districts. Make the information available to those kids who
are home schooled as well. For more brochures that can be easily reproduced, please
follow the link to the National site: https://www.Iegion.org/publications/160901/oratoricaI-contest-rules.

The American Legion is proud to further the future of our children!

If you have questions regarding the Oratorical Program, please contact me, Jamie Woods, at 317-
666-1702 or jamiewoods79@gmail.com or Department at 651-291-1800 or jkelley@mnlegion.org.
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General information

The purpose of The American Legion High School Oratorig

al Scholarship Program “A

Constitutional Speech Contest” is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of

the United States among high school students. Other objectived

of the contest include the development

of leadership qualities, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for
acceptance of the duties and responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.

Scholarships

Scholarship awards are presented to the three finalists in the
lows: 1st place: $25,000; 2nd place: $22,500; 3rd place: $20

final round of the national contest as fol-
000. Each department (state) winner who is

certified and participates in the first round of the national contest will receive a $2,000 scholarship. Each
first round winner who advances to and participates in the secopd round, but does not advance to the final

round, will receive an additional $2,000 scholarship to pursue g

The national organization of The American Legion will awd
department winners, and first round winners who are eliminate
tion. These scholarships may be used to attend any college or u

A contestant must give both his or her prepared oration and
the scholarship.

In addition to the scholarships awarded by the national orga
scholarships awarded at the discretion of intermediate organiza
county, and department levels of competition.

Department contests

Arrangements for contests leading to the department finals s
ment (state) organization of The American Legion. For those le
ment finals, the rules and regulations set forth in this brochure a
as a guideline. However, all department finals contests shall corl

ducation beyond high school.

rd scholarships to the three finalists,

| during the second round of competi-
hiversity in the United States.

the assigned topic discourse to receive

hizalion, there are several hundred
ions, to participants at post, district or

hall be the responsibility of each depart-
yels of competition prior to the depart-
re not mandatory — they are offered
form with national contest procedures,

rules and regulations, if the department wishes its finalist to comppete in the national finals.

A winner certified to the National Americanism Division of
which did not conduct its final competition in conformity with
herein may, in the judgment of the Chairman of the Americanisi
representative, be disqualified from competition in the national

The American Legion by a department
he rules and regulations as set forth

n Commission or the Chairman’s
contest.

Each department may certify one contestant into the nationa| contest. If for any reason the depart-

ment winner is unable to compete in the national contest, the de

partment first runner-up may be substi-

tuted following approval by The American Legion’s National Aericanism Commission. A department
first runner-up accepted into national competition will be entitldd to all national awards, entitlements

and compensation that the department winner would have rece

page |

ved had she/he participated at that level.




Be _'axjtmént 7
certified o the National Am

For information about the Oratorical Contest in your state,
contact your American Legion post or department headquarters.

Eligibility

Eligible participants in the contest shall be citizens of or
lawful permanent residents of the United States.

All contestants must be bona fide students herein described
as any student under the age of 20 years on the date of the
national contest who is presently enrolied in a high school or
junior high school (public, parochial, military, private or state
accredited home school) in which the curriculum of said high
school is considered to be of high school level, commencing with
grade nine and terminating with grade 12. Students must be
enrolled in high school or junior high school during the time of
participation at any level of The American Legion National High
School Oratorical Contest.

High school students that graduate early during the school
year are eligible to compete if they are not enrolled in a college,
university, trade school or other institution of higher learning at
the time of the department finals contest.

Contestants must be either legally domiciled within or attend
an educational institution within the department (state) where
they enter competition. Contestants can enter competition in
only one department.

The three finalists of the national contest will be ineligible
for further participation at any level.

Prepared oration

The subject to be used for the prepared oration in the
Oratorical Contest must be on some aspect of the Constitution
of the United States with emphasis to the attendant duties and
obligations of a citizen to our government. The same subject
and oration used in the department contest must be used in the
national contest.

The prepared oration must be the original effort of each
contestant and must not take up less than 8 minutes or more
than 10 minutes for delivery.

Contestants may have in their possession a copy of their
prepared oration in the first holding room. The copy may be
electronic or paper form. They may consult the copy of their
prepared oration until they exit the holding room in order to
begin the contest. At that time the copy of the prepared oration
will be surrendered to the contest official who is monitoring

‘the first holding room.

In the prepared oration, as well as in the assigned topic dis-
course, quotations must be indicated as such. Where quotations
are more than 10 words in length, the author’s name must be
given in the manuscript and cited orally.

Assigned topic

The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than 3
minutes or more than 5 minutes for delivery. The purpose of the
assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker’s knowledge of the
subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability to
discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of government
under the Constifution.

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in
full view of the audience immediately before the last speaker
begins delivery of his/her prepared oration and will be made
known to the audience and each contestant approximately five
minutes prior to the time of delivery. The topic will be on some
phase of the Constitution of the United States selected from
Articles and Sections. All contestants will speak on the same
assigned topic. Below are the assigned topics for 2023.

Assigned topics for 2023

Amendment V1

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district
whetein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall
have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his
defence.

Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people.

Amendment XIV, Section 1

All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to
the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the
United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty
or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Amendment XVT

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes,
from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the
several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration.

Foreign languages or songs

All contestants at each contest level are required to speakin
the English language on both the prepared and the assigned
topic.

It is acceptable to utilize or incorporate short phrases of a
foreign language into the prepared oration and/or assigned topic
in order to develop the argument, establish a point, ete. The vast
majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned topic must be-
delivered in the English language.

Also, the singing of a song in any language is not permit-
ted and will result in the immediate disqualification of the
contestant. The contestant may, however, quote a verse(s) of a
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be to see that no confestant is permitted to consult any text
matter or notes havinlg any connection with the subject matter
upon which he/she igfto speak, other than the actual words of the
topic provided on thd card drawn.

Each succeeding ontesftant will be called upon in the order
in which she/he previously appeared. She/he shall also, in turmn,
be informed of the topic of the assigned topic discourse and
shall then be escorted to privacy in the manner as provided for
contestant No, 1.

Judges

The judges are an [integral part of the Oratorical Contest.
Their qualifications ate considered carefully as the decision of
the judges is final and must be reached without bias. Impartial
judging in all contestq is the key to faimess and success of the
program which resultg in the selection of a national champion.

All department firfals and the national contest must use five
judges. No publicity shall be given to the names of the Jjudges in
advance of the contes{. During the contest, the judges will be
seated in different lofations in the auditorium and each judge
shall render his or her final decision without consultation
with other judges or jany other person.

Judges will be advised that a lack of emphasis in the prepared
oration and the assigngd topic discourse on the duties and obliga-
tions of a citizen mustfresult in their downgrading the contestant.
Judges are permitted tp downgrade a contestant up to a maxi-
mum of 10 points for failure to speak about the Constitution. The
contest chairman will finnounce any violation of time for each
contestant. A penalty qf one point for each minute, or fraction
thereof, shall be assessed against the contestant’s total score.

The judges, timekeppers, tabulators and the contest chair- mar,
following the last assigned topic discourse, may proceed to a
private room for final feview and tabulation. The decision of the
Jjudges is final.

Tabulators

The contest chairmgn will appoint no less than three tabula-
tors for the department|finals contest. It will be their responsibil-
ity to review the judgesf scorecards to be certain they are fully tab-
ulated and signed before they are submitted for final tabulation.

Judges’ scorecardg for department finals and the national
contest will not be diviilged to anyone at the site of the contest.
All national contest judaes’ scorecards become the property of
The American Legion National Headquarters.

National finalg contest

»  The national finals|contest will be held at the Wyndham
Indianapolis West hotel April 21-23, 2023, in Indianapolis.

Quarterfinal and sgmifinal rounds are scheduled to be held
on Saturday, April P2. The championship is scheduled for
Sunday, April 23.

= All contestants and chaperones will arrive on Friday, April
21. All contestants jwill be lodged at the Wyndham
Indianapolis West in Indianapolis.

* A mandatory pre-cdntest orientation session for all contestants
will be held the evening of Friday, April 21.




« A banquet honoring all contestants will be held the
after- noon of Sunday, April 23.

« Al contestants and chaperones will depart for home
after the banquet on Sunday.

Travel expenses

The national organization of The American Legion will
pay the travel and lodging expenses of department winners
and one chaperone to the national contest. All contestants
must be accompanied by a chaperone over 21 years ofage,
preferably a parent of the contestant.

The national organization of The American Legion shall not
assume liability for personal injury, property damage or loss sus-
tained by any contestant or chaperone en route to or from the con-
test; however, The American Legion does cairy a nominal group
accident insurance policy on contestants certified into the national
competition. :

Contestants will travel by an air carrier selected by the
national organization of The American Legion or personal
automobile if previously approved by the national organization of
The American Legion.

TV and radio

Live television and radio broadcasts are permitted in all con-
tests as well as filming or other types of media for later
showing, provided: 1) the lighting and other site conditions are
the same for all contestants; 2) the filming or broadeasts shall in
no way distract the contestants or interfere with the announced
sched- uled time of the contest; 3) the normal speaking voice of

For more information

Tndividuals inter

the contestant is not interfered with or amplified within the
auditorium; and 4) The American Legion is in no way financially
obligated for anything without its prior approval.

Rules and Policy Authority

In accordance with Resolution No. 7 of the National
Executive Committee of the American Legion, May 2021, The
American Legion reserves the right to temporarily amend, delay
or suspend any established rule or policy of its national youth
programs when a program is subject to the occurrence of a
circumstance whose cause is beyond the control of The
American Legion, thereby making it impossible, illegal,
impracticable, or inadvisable for The American Legion to
conduct a youth program in accordance with established rules
or policies. You may read Resolution No. 7 in its entirety by
clicking here or by accessing it from The American Legion
Digital Archive at legion.org/archive.

1, contact vour local American.

. The American Legion. ?,Q.._ng p
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Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury
of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance
of Counsel for his defense.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved

to the States respectively, or to the people.

Amendment XIV, Section 1

All persons born naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States: nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty or
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Amendment XVI
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without
apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration.

The 10 Districts DISTRICT ORATORICAL CONTEST CHAIRPERSONS
American Legion Department of Minnesota | Firt Sylvan Fix 507-313-3376  papafixone@gmail.com

Second Roxanne Zoet 507-621-8542  roxzoet@ gmail.com

o3 o=z 4 | Thit DisseJankowski  612-227-6506  dianc@onchawk.com

o~ Fourth  Lou Michaels 651-489-8006  louthephotoguy @gmail.com

~ ==t—_ | Fifth Jamie Woods 317-666-1702  jamiewoods79@gmail.com
[ Sixth Jim Lucas 218-821-7343  walkerpost2134@gmail com
e Seventh  Rueben Nathe 320-593-8654  ruebenn@hutchtel net

EIGHTH DISTRICT

Eighth Larry Pocrnich 218-969-2460  lancerlar] @gmail.com

: Ninth Eric Wilkens 218-234-7315  eswilkens@msn.com
SIXTH DISTRICT o

Tenth Cliff Newman 612-298-7259  cancnewman226@gmail.com
Other

‘ : ‘ State Chair Jamie Woods 317-666-1702  jamiewoods79@gmail.com

B : l -
; | Vice Chair Amanda England ~ 612-269-0275  a.s.england86@gmail com
n - e 1 + . =
! Sth Diateict is Mpls. Dept Office Jennifer Kelley 651-291-1800  jkelley@mnlegion.org

SEVEMTH DISTRICT % end Richfield.

&-\l "‘ - i ::hRDn:::i:'Ci:u:i:-_ Provisions are made for the contestants to be accompanied by a chaperon at the
R ‘ } = Wiscznan Department, and National Contest Finals. One or both parents may chaperon the
- contestant. Meals, lodging and transportation costs are paid for both the

| Suburbs of Mpls. in . i
,__l_ & ¢ Wemmapin Conly ik contestant and chaperon at the Department and the National levels of competition.
in tha 10th Diswict.

e = THIRD I:(::Litlc:_‘ ot ) "

“_] 57 | b i ' If you need any further assistance
i e N\ e please contact one of the following:
i T"s_zﬂzljrmcr PIRST DISTRICT | 1 - District Chairman (names listed above)

| | i | .| 2 - Jamie Woods: 317-666-1702 * jamiewoods79@gmail.com or
! ' Jennifer Kelley: 651-291-1800 ¢ jkelley @mnlegion.org




